
 

 

 

 
 
 
SEMESTER 6 
 
NURSING PRO-
GRAMME 
  
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE COPEN-
HAGEN 
 

 

 

Valid for the spring semester 2020 

 

 

 

THEME: 

Independent nursing practice 



 

 

Semester description for the Bachelor’s Degree Programme of Nursing 

Department of Nursing and Nutrition 

University College Copenhagen 

 

 

Semester 6 

Curriculum 2019  

 

 

Valid for the spring semester 2020   

 

 

 

 

This semester description has been drawn up in close collaboration between representatives of 

the Capital Region’s hospitals and psychiatric units, as well as the Region’s local authorities, the 

UCC Nursing programme and Deaconess University College. 

 

 

 

 

Heads of programme responsible for Semester 6. 

Merete Brædder – UCC Hillerød 

Grisja Vorre Strømstad – UCC Nørrebro 

Pia Palsnæs – Deaconess University College  

 

Semester coordinators for Semester 6  

Anne-Marie Rømer – UCC Hillerød 

Lisbeth Kofoed Egestad – UCC Nørrebro 

Hanne Krogager – Deaconess University College  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last updated 17.01.20



 

 

 

Contents 

1.0 THE THEME FOR THE SEMESTER ..................................................................... 4 

2.0 OBJECTIVES FOR LEARNING OUTCOMES ....................................................... 4 

3.0 SEMESTER STRUCTURE .................................................................................... 5 

4.0 CLINICAL TRAINING ........................................................................................... 6 

4.1 Forms of teaching .............................................................................................. 6 

4.2 The study-activity model .................................................................................... 7 

4.3 Content of the clinical training ............................................................................ 7 

4.4 Frameworks for clinical teaching ........................................................................ 8 

4.5 Preparations for the clinical training ................................................................... 8 

4.6 Study activity requirements ................................................................................ 9 

4.6.1 Four student interviews, including drawing up individual study plans .......... 9 

4.6.2 Drawing up a bibliography ......................................................................... 9 

4.6.3 Participation in learning activities that transcend sectors/institutions ........... 9 

5.0 EXAM REQUIREMENTS .................................................................................... 11 

5.1 Compulsory attendance ................................................................................... 11 

5.2 Logbook for Dispensing Medicine .................................................................... 12 

5.3 Joint training in communication ........................................................................ 12 

6.0 EXAM ................................................................................................................. 12 

6.1 Frameworks .................................................................................................... 12 

6.2 Exam criteria ................................................................................................... 13 

6.2.1 Nursing interventions in patient/citizen care ............................................. 13 

6.2.2 Written presentation................................................................................. 13 

6.2.3 Oral presentation ..................................................................................... 14 

6.2.4 Exam ....................................................................................................... 14 

6.3 Assessment criteria ......................................................................................... 14 

6.4 Feedback after the exam ................................................................................. 14 

6.5 Rules for make-up exams and resits ................................................................ 15 

6.6 Complaints ...................................................................................................... 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Page 4 of 15 

1.0  The theme for the semester 
Semester theme: Independent nursing practice covers independent clinical decision-making 

and clinical management in nursing, in collaboration with the patient/citizen and their relatives, 

in stable, acute and/or complex care and treatment.  

 

The focus is on the ability, independently and critically, to assess and provide nursing care in-

volving patients/citizens and across professions, sectors and institutions in the health service. 

 

Semester 6 consists of a clinical training course. The clinical training takes place at health ser-

vice sites in the Capital Region. Based on knowledge acquired in previous semesters, the stu-

dents become increasingly independent in their nursing practice. During Semester 6, students 

practice clinical decision-making and clinical management, and incorporate the results of na-

tional and international research into their work. The semester culminates in an internal clinical 

exam.  

2.0 Objectives for learning outcomes 

At the end of the semester, students are expected to have achieved the objectives for learning 

outcomes listed below. 

 

Knowledge: 

Students can:  

• understand and reflect on clinical nursing’s theories, methods and knowledge base 
 

• understand and reflect on their own practice, as well as their profession’s duties and re-
sponsibilities, in an organisational, administrative and social perspective, and in the 
context of the health service as a whole  

 

Skills 

Students can:  

• independently search for, assess and integrate the results of national/international re-
search into the provision and justification of nursing care.  

 

Competencies  

Students can: 
• independently organise, evaluate, adjust and document coherent care and treatment in 

collaboration with patients/citizens across professions, sectors and organisations in the 
health service as a whole 
 

• independently make clinical decisions in interaction with citizens/patients and their rel-
atives in stable, acute and/or complex care and treatment 
 

• independently combine and apply knowledge of human anatomy, physiology and pa-
thology as part of clinical decision-making and leadership 
 

• provide and critically assess clinical management of care and treatment in interaction 
with citizens/patients, relatives and other professionals in the health service as a whole  
 

• independently enter into interprofessional and intersectoral teamwork and support the 
patient/citizen and their relatives on the basis of a holistic perspective  
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• engage empathetically, ethically and reflectively in dialogue-based communication and 
relations with citizens, patients and relatives, as well as interprofessional partners 
 

• independently help patients/citizens in stable, acute and complex care and their rela-
tives to master their situations, in terms of health promotion, preventative measures, 
rehabilitation and palliative care and treatment 
 

• critically assess and handle medicine, and, under supervision, prescribe medicine in sta-
ble, acute and complex care and treatment  
 

• independently work with technologies in the planning, provision and development of 
nursing 
 

• critically assess and apply practice-, development- and research-based knowledge  
 

• assure and enhance the quality of nursing with the involvement of citizens/patients and 
their relatives, taking account of patient safety 
 

• independently help promote innovative processes and play a part in innovation, devel-
opment and research. 

 

3.0 Semester structure  

Semester 6 consists of a clinical training course corresponding to 30 ECTS credits.  

 

WEEK                                                       SPRING 2020 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT CT 

CT = Clinical training 

 

 

ECTS 

Clinical training: 30 ECTS. 

 

Subject areas Clinical 

ECTS 

Health science subjects 

Nursing, Technology (understanding and use) in nursing, Quality assurance and en-

hancement (documentation) in nursing, Pharmacology, Pathology, Theory of science, 

Research methodology (and innovation)  

19 

 

Natural science subjects 

Anatomy/physiology, Microbiology  

4 

 

Humanities subjects 

Communications, Psychology, Pedagogy 

2 

 

Social sciences 

Organisation, Management and Law, Sociology, Health Policy, Economics 

5 
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Three requirements apply to the final clinical exam in Semester 6: 

 
1. Compulsory participation in clinical training  
2. Completion of Joint Classes in Communication  
3. Completion of Part II of the Logbook for Dispensing Medicine.  

 

The following study activity requirements also apply:  

 
➢ Four student interviews, including drawing up individual study plans. 
➢ Drawing up a bibliography  
➢ Participation in learning activities that transcend sectors/institutions  

4.0 Clinical training 
Semester 6 is a clinical semester. The teaching during this semester takes place at the clinical 

training site. The clinical training is based on what students have learned in previous clinical 

training. The training develops their clinical competencies and makes use of their knowledge of 

theory. The students learn by taking part in practical nursing interventions. 

 

 

4.1  Forms of teaching 

The clinical training includes:  
• bedside training 
• before, during and after supervision 
• reflection forums 
• skills training 

• simulation-based teaching/training. 

 
Feedback is an integral part of the semester’s learning activities. Feedback can be organised and 

given by clinical supervisors/lecturers or fellow students (peer feedback).  
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4.2  The study-activity model 

The study-activity model is a study tool for planning and organising study activity and amount-

ing to 41.25 hours per week. It is a good idea to include the study activity model in the dialogue 

between students and clinical instructors/supervisors. This makes it easier to work together on 

the organisation of the clinical training for the semester, and helps to align expectations of what 

the students must do to meet the learning outcomes for the semester.  

 

 
 

 

 

4.3  Content of the clinical training 

During the clinical training, students engage independently in professional relationships with 

patients/citizens in complex and stable care. They work with the overall patient/citizen care 

package, and take part in intersectoral and interprofessional teamwork with patients/citizens 

and their relatives. They adopt a critically reflective approach to working with both healthcare 

professionals and patients/citizens and their relatives.  

 

•Own preparation and post-
processing of individual study 
plan, fixed study activity and 
internal exam

•Compulsory written 
presentation(s), incl. internal 
exam

•Study groups/reflection 
groups

•Searching for practice, 
development and research-
based knowledge

• Independent use of clinical 
decision-making and handling of 
clinical management, and 
involvement in interprofessional 
and inter-sectoral teamwork

• Incorporate different forms of 
knowledge in nursing practice

•Working according to the 
individual study plan, use of 
study methods

•E-learning: hand hygiene, CPR, 
fire prevention and firefighting

• Individual study plan

• Independent use of clinical 
decision-making and handling 
of clinical management, and 
involvement in 
interprofessional and inter-
sectoral teamwork

•Critically reflect on and apply 
clinical knowledge of illnesses 
and medicine handling

• Introduction, student 
interviews, reflection 
interviews

•Exam requirements, internal 
exam and evaluation

Participation by 
teacher and 

student

Initiated by 
teacher

Participation by 
student

Initiated by 
teacher

Participation by 
student

Initiated by 
student

Participation by 
teacher and 

student  

Initiated by 
student

Participant(s): 

Teacher & stu-

dent(s) 

Initiated by: 

Teachers 

Participant(s): 

Student 

Initiated by: 

Student 
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During the clinical training, students work with problems related to intersectoral processes, in-

dependent handling of medicine and interprofessional teamwork, e.g. with doctors. 

 

The clinical training concludes with an exam designed to evaluate the students’ competencies in 

independent clinical decision-making and clinical management in relation to a group of pa-

tients/citizens, depending on how the clinical training site concerned is organised. 

 

 

4.4  Frameworks for clinical teaching 

The clinical training in Semester 6 is designed to ensure that students achieve the semester’s ob-

jectives for the learning outcomes. The training takes place at approved sites in the Capital Re-

gion’s local authorities, psychiatric units or hospitals.  

 

The clinical training sites expect students to conduct themselves in a committed, professional 

manner, and to be active participants in creating a stimulating learning environment. The stu-

dents’ commitment, preparation and attendance, of both classes and supervision sessions, are of 

critical importance for the quality of their learning. 

 

During the clinical training, students are assigned a teacher from UCC. On the Practice portal, 

students can see which lecturer is affiliated with their clinical training site. They can contact the 

lecturer if needed – read more in the document Rammer og krav i klinisk undervisning på Sy-

geplejeuddannelsen [Frameworks and requirements for clinical training on the Nursing pro-

gramme].   

 

 

4.5  Preparations for the clinical training 

The preparations may include a range of activities designed to ensure that students achieve the 

best possible learning outcomes from the clinical training, e.g. an introduction to the clinical 

training site, an introduction to patient/citizen categories, simulation-based teaching, skills 

training and other activities that underpin the clinical training.  

 

 

At the start of the clinical training, the site ensures that students: 

• are introduced to general frameworks and terms for the semester’s clinical training, in-

cluding the compulsory study activities and exam requirements  

• study and discuss the clinical training site’s frameworks, terms and learning opportuni-

ties 

• are introduced to relevant laws, local guidelines and work processes, e.g. regarding con-

fidentiality, uniforms, hygiene, etc. 
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Students are encouraged to upload all written material to the Practice Portal, including docu-

mentation of various types of e-learning, the Logbook for Dispensing Medicine and individual 

study plans, and to keep these documents together in one place. This helps to ensure progres-

sion in their learning and establish connections between the semesters. 

 

 

4.6  Study activity requirements 

There are three study activity requirements. The activities are planned and implemented in col-

laboration between the students and the clinical lecturers/supervisors.  

 

4.6.1  Four student interviews, including drawing up individual study plans 

A minimum of four planned student interviews must be held with students and their clinical 

teachers/supervisors. The study interviews are conducted either individually or in groups. Stu-

dents must prepare for the interviews and must have uploaded the relevant documents to the 

Practice Portal. See Rammer og Krav i klinisk undervisning på sygeplejerskeuddannelsen 

(Frameworks and requirements for clinical training on the Bachelor’s Degree Programme in 

Nursing):  

 

The first student interview must be planned and held within the first two weeks. An individual 

study plan is then drawn up and uploaded to the Practice Portal no later than two working days 

after the interview. The individual study plan forms the basis for each student’s learning, and 

must therefore be updated regularly during the clinical training. Read more about the individual 

study plan Rammer og Krav i klinisk undervisning på sygeplejerskeuddannelsen (Frameworks 

and requirements for clinical training on the Bachelor’s Degree Programme in Nursing):  

 

4.6.2  Drawing up a bibliography  

Students draw up a list of relevant literature used during the semester. The bibliography must 

reflect the subjects in the clinical training during Semester 6. The selected literature must be rel-

evant to the general and specific nursing care at the clinical training site. The selected literature 

must be based on practice, development and research-based knowledge.  

 

The literature requirement is 40 pages per ECTS (1,200 pages). It is drawn up in accordance 

with the Formal requirements and general guidelines for writing assignments on the nursing 

programmes. The bibliography must be uploaded to the Practice Portal, so that the clinical lec-

turer/supervisor can confirm receipt at the end of the semester. 

4.6.3  Participation in learning activities that transcend sectors/institutions 

As part of this study activity, students spend four weeks identifying, analysing and critically re-

lating in a reflective and innovative way to clinical nursing problems that arise in the areas of 

interdisciplinary/intersectoral patient and citizen support in the health service. 

 

https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
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Frameworks 

The study activity requirement consists of the following:  

■ Identification of a clinical nursing problem  

■ Working with at least one other clinical site  

■ Acquisition of empirical data  

■ Analysing and processing empirical data  

■ Writing an assignment 

■ Organising and facilitating an academic forum  

■ Subsequent feedback.  

 
The clinical training site is responsible for setting the framework for the interdisciplinary study 

activity requirement. As a minimum, the activity must include two clinical training sites. Teach-

ing sites that have not been approved for Semester 6 students can contribute to the study activ-

ity requirement. 

Students have two days to collect the empirical data and two days to write the presentation. All 

of these days count toward the students’ attendance requirement. 

 

Organisation 

At the start of the clinical period, the students and the clinical lecturers/supervisors identify one 

or more interdisciplinary or intersectoral clinical nursing problems in patient and citizen care.  

 

The study activity requirement covers a four-week period. Depending on how the training site is 

organised, students work individually or in groups of 2–4, which can be set up on the basis of a 

particular area/ward or across training sites and sectors. The students concerned, along with 

their clinical lecturers/supervisors and fellow students, arrange the venue for the debate forum. 

The clinical lecturers/supervisors agree on who should be the supervisor for the student or 

group, and two 30-minute supervision sessions are provided. 

 

Written presentation 

The written presentation must include:  

• a description of the clinical nursing problems 

• arguments for the relevance of the clinical nursing problem  

• a justification for the chosen data-collection method a short analysis and processing of the 

clinical nursing problem   

•   a bibliography based on knowledge derived from practice, development and research, as well 

as clinical guidelines. 

 

The written presentation is max. 9,600 characters (including spaces) for one student, and 

12,000 for groups. The presentation must be prepared in accordance with Formal requirements 

and general guidelines for writing assignments on the nursing programmes and Legal guide-

lines for the collection of patient data for use in assignments and projects.  

 

https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer/juridiske+retningslinjer+for+udveksling+af+patientdata
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer/juridiske+retningslinjer+for+udveksling+af+patientdata
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The written presentation must be uploaded to the Practice Portal not later than 12:00 two work-

ing days before the presentation. The clinical lecturer/supervisor must confirm receipt of the 

uploaded presentation. 

 

Debate forum  

The students, along with the clinical teachers/supervisors, are responsible for planning, issuing 

invites to and holding a small debate forum attended by the clinical lecturer, clinical supervisor, 

relevant professionals from interdisciplinary/intersectoral areas and fellow students. The forum 

lasts max. 90 minutes. The planning is based on the written presentation. 

 

The debate forum consists of a presentation/pitch and subsequent debate. It must include: 

• a brief presentation, e.g. a film, poster, quiz or other activity that involves students pre-

senting a nursing problem and suggestions for quality enhancement  

• an academic discussion facilitated by students, in which they collect 

points and proposals for the development of practice. 

 

■ At the end of the four-week period, students discuss with the clinical teachers/supervisors 

how the problem will be addressed going forward. The discussion must incorporate key points 

raised at the debate forum. 

 

If the study activity requirements are not planned for or met, students and/or clinical teach-

ers/supervisors should refer to Retningslinjer for supplerende studiesamler ved lærings- og 

uddannelsesmæssige udfordringer jf. Rammer og Krav i klinisk undervisning  

 

5.0  Exam requirements  
Three requirements apply to the semester exam. Students are responsible for ensuring that they 

meet the requirements.  

 

If either a student or a clinical instructor/supervisor is in any doubt as to whether a student will 

meet the exam requirements, they must discuss the matter – if necessary, with reference to Ret-

ningslinjer for supplerende studiesamler ved lærings- og uddannelsesmæssige udfor-

dringer.See Rammer og Krav i klinisk undervisning på sygeplejerskeuddannelsen (Frame-

works and requirements for clinical training on the Bachelor’s Degree Programme in Nursing) 

for further details.   

 

5.1  Compulsory attendance 

Attendance is compulsory during clinical training, and corresponds to an average of 30 hours 

per week. Students must meet this requirement to sit the exam. The clinical instructor/supervi-

sor must confirm compliance with the compulsory attendance requirement on the Practice Por-

tal before the students are allowed to take the oral part of the internal clinical exam. Read more 

https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer
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about the attendance requirement for clinical training in the document Rammer og krav i klin-

isk undervisning på Sygeplejerskeuddannelsen: http://kurh.dk/retningslinjer. 

 

5.2  Logbook for Dispensing Medicine 

It is an exam requirement that students complete Part 2 of the Logbook for Dispensing Medi-

cine. The Logbook for Dispensing Medicine is available on the Practice Portal, along with details 

of the activities and requirements for Semester 6.  

 

 

5.3  Joint training in communication 

The exam requirement consists of one day of compulsory training in which students learn about 

interprofessional communication and teamwork. The focus is on the professions’ core compe-

tencies and interdisciplinary teamwork. The training is planned and provided at the Capital Re-

gion’s clinical training sites, with the participation of student nurses in Semester 6 and medical 

students in Semester 9.  

 

After agreeing with the clinical lecturer/supervisor, students register on the course portal on the 

Capital Region website. Registration opens shortly before the start of the semester at: 

https://kursusportalen.plan2learn.dk/  

 

The students’ participation in the training must be documented, uploaded to the Practice Portal 

and approved by the clinical teacher/supervisor. 

 

6.0 Exam 
The students are tested in the semester’s overall objectives for learning outcomes, which are 

prescribed to 30 ECTS. The exam consists of a written presentation, an oral presentation and 

the exam.  

 

6.1  Frameworks 

• At the start of the semester, students are automatically registered for the semester 
exam. They can only withdraw from it in the event of documented illness or mater-
nity/paternity leave, cf. the Exam Order no. 1500 2/12/2016, Part  3 and Order no. 1502 
of 28/11/201 on Examinations on Professionally Oriented Higher Education Pro-
grammes. 

 

• Students must comply with all of the exam requirements for the semester. 
 

• The clinical instructor/supervisor introduces and supervises the internal clinical exam, 
which may be taken as a group. One introduction/supervision session is held prior to 
the written and/or oral presentation.  
 

• The oral exam is assessed by two examiners – a clinical lecturer/supervisor and an in-
structor from UCC.  

http://kurh.dk/retningslinjer
https://kursusportalen.plan2learn.dk/
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6.2  Exam criteria  

In the written exam, students must demonstrate independent clinical decision-making and lead-

ership in specific nursing interventions in complex nursing and treatment in relation to a group 

of patients/citizens in a way that reflects nursing practice at the clinical site. 

 

6.2.1 Nursing interventions in patient/citizen care  

During the last three to four weeks of the clinical training, the students, along with the clinical 

instructor/supervisor, select examples of patient/citizen care that will form the basis for the 

written presentation.  

 

A maximum of four hours are allocated for this, in which students independently undertake 

clinical decision-making and clinical management in situations involving stable, acute and com-

plex care and treatment for and with patients/citizens.  

 

The clinical lecturer/supervisor acts as an observer in the nursing situation, and can offer advice 

if necessary. The students may also delegate tasks to the clinical lecturer/supervisor. 

 

Along with the clinical lecturer/supervisor, students assess whether the max. four hours should 

be used in one session or spread over several days to reflect nursing practice at the clinical site. 

 

6.2.2 Written presentation  

The students then write a presentation.  

The aim of the presentation is to demonstrate independent nursing practice. It includes:  

  

• a brief and systematic description of clinical decision-making and management in pa-

tient/citizen care  

• the selection and justification of one or more clinical nursing problems 

• an analysis of one or more clinical nursing problems, including knowledge derived from 

national and international development and research, as well as relevant guidelines. 

 

Students have two working days (both of which count toward the attendance requirement) to 

write the presentation.   

 

The written presentation must be in clear, health-professional language, and must be a maxi-

mum of 12,000 characters (including spaces). The presentation must be based on Formal re-

quirements and general guidelines for writing assignments on the nursing programmes and 

Mulighed for empiriindsamling i sygeplejestudiet i Region Hovedstaden, rev. i forhold til ju-

ridiske retningslinjer og databeskyttelse juni 2018.  

 

https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer/juridiske+retningslinjer+for+udveksling+af+patientdata
https://www.kurh.dk/retningslinjer/juridiske+retningslinjer+for+udveksling+af+patientdata
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The written presentation (incl. appendices) is uploaded as a single document in PDF format to 

the Practice Portal no later than 12:00 three working days before the date of the exam.  

 

6.2.3  Oral presentation  

Based on the written presentation, students must:  

• relate critically to and reflect on different perspectives on their analysis 

• present proposals for the development of practice, including perspectives on innovation 

and quality enhancement that support patients/citizens in the health service 

• present proposals for implementation in the specific nursing practice 

• The oral presentation must be based on knowledge derived from national and interna-

tional development and research, as well as relevant guidelines. 

 

6.2.4  Exam  

The exam is based on the students’ written and oral presentations. The exam may incorporate 

knowledge from previous semesters that supports the written and oral presentations.  

 

The exam lasts 45 minutes, including grading:  

• It starts with oral presentations lasting max. 10 minutes.  

• The students are then examined for 20 minutes, based on the oral and written presenta-

tion. 

• Finally, 15 minutes are allocated for grading and feedback.  

 

The two examiners conduct the exam together. The clinical teacher/supervisor has the primary 

responsibility for asking the questions during the exam. 

 

6.3  Assessment criteria  

The exam is assessed according to the 7-point scale (Order No. 114 of 03/02/2015), on the basis 

of the written paper, the oral presentation and the oral exam. The exam constitutes an overall 

assessment of the extent to which the learning outcomes for the semester have been met. 

 

6.4  Feedback after the exam 

The exam feedback focuses on the extent to which students have met the objectives for learning 

outcomes, and justifies the grade awarded. The focus is also on how students can improve their 

learning and performance in the future. The purpose of the feedback is to enhance learning pro-

cesses and enable students to improve their learning. 
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6.5  Rules for make-up exams and resits  

Students have a total of three attempts to pass an exam. If they fail the ordinary exam, they are 

allowed two resits. New exam(s) are held as soon as possible, cf. Ministerial Order on Examina-

tions on Professionally Oriented Higher Education Degree Programmes (Ministerial Order No. 

1500 of 02/12/2016), section 6 (4) and section 8 (321). 

 

The first resit is held at the same clinical training site as the ordinary exam and, as far as possi-

ble, with the same examiners (the clinical supervisor and the teacher from UCC). The second re-

sit involves another lecturer from UCC. Resits/make-up exams are subject to the same frame-

works and conditions as ordinary exams, including supervision by the clinical supervisor. 

 

6.6  Complaints 

Exam complaints and appeals must comply with the provisions in the Exam Order, part  10. In-

formation and guidance about complaints is available on Intrapol/the portal.  


